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Mirabeau's talents, that he is one of the first pens of
France and the first orator, and yet that he could not
carry from confidence six votes on any question in the
Estates." Mirabeau was indeed far more than the first
orator: he was the greatest statesman, or rather the
only great statesman, in that body to which the future
destinies of France were committed. "When words
only are needed," said his friend the Count of La Marck,
" there is no lack of talents in this assembly, but when
something more than words is required, you have no
rival." He did indeed combine nearly every qualifica-
tion of a consummate politician. A strong and practical
intellect unfettered by phrases, formulas, and systems,
versatility in the choice and adaptation of means, a clear
and tenacious grasp of the end to be attained, skill in
the management of men, a marvellous power of in-
fluencing and winning the confidence of those who were
brought into personal relations with him, an insight
into the future which attained to something little short
of prophecy. " Mirabeau," says Madame de Stael, " knew
everything and foresaw everything." The great orator
has often been represented as the prime agent in the
Eevolution, as the very incarnation of the revolutionary
spirit, and indeed that wonderful time, when the dis-
appearance of all barriers left a free field to every
ambition and every ability, produced but one other who
could compare with him as a born leader and chief of
men. Yet, had Mirabeau never existed, the French
Eevolution would probably have run the same course;
had his life been protracted the event would have been
the same, the ruin of the Monarchy not less tragic and
Complete.